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Abstract As a strategic business approach to enable product innovation Product Lifecycle Management

Beijing
PLM
has been seen a substantial increase in the last years. Nevertheless there are still some confusion on its concept
role and contents. This paper aims to present the state of the art of PLM and attempts to survey the major interna-
tional efforts in developing this emerging technology. Five questions can be answered in this paper How and why
PLM emergence Whats PLM How about its role What are involved in PLM  And how PLM technology is likely
to develop over the coming years
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